MERRIMAN HOUSE TIMELINE

1872: -Canon R.J. Mullins acquired the property which is now Graham House and moved
his students from the old ‘KI’ which was on the site of the present chapel. Previous to this he had purchased the property of Mrs Thackwray (site of Lower/Merriman House) as accommodation for his students but did not use it.
1882:   -Canon R.J. Mullins ‘Thackwray’ property was leased to St Andrew’s. It was
 known as St Andrew’s House (as opposed to Upper which was called ‘College
 Hall’). It was affectionately known as ‘Jumbo’. Professor Matthew’s was in charge of the house in which his survey students were accommodated.
 

1884:
-Boarders lived in College Hall (Upper), St Andrew’s House (Lower) and
 Marshall’s cottage and with the Mullins family.

1887:  - Mullins transfers the property to SAC 
 (see College Minutes in slip-cover in archive) 

1889:
-Prof. A. Matthews moves from Lower into his own home in Oatlands and Prof. P.Warren takes over.

1892:
-Lower House finally purchased from Rev. R.J. Mullins for 2000 pounds

1895:  -Upper and Lower become the names of the two Houses, derived from the

Upper and Lower Houses of the Cape Parliament

1903:
-Lower no longer operates as a separate House but is absorbed into Upper for

 purposes of sport.

1906: 
-Lower is closed due to falling numbers caused by country-wide depression
1911:
-Lower is earmarked for demolition and Kendall engaged to design new building

1912:
-By Sept the new buildings of Lower were almost complete. Gas installed

1913: 
-Lower houses the senior students’ studies and two dormitories are used by the overflow from Upper

1930s: -Lower empty due to a fall off in enrolment because of Depression

1941
-The alterations to Upper House and Lower House were started. 


-The new name for Lower was Merriman. This instituted in July 1941
1942
-Merriman House opens as a full house. Students are transferred from other

Houses and new students enrolled, particularly ‘refugee’ scholars who came to SA to avoid the difficulties of education in wartime Europe
The first boy registered as a Merriman inmate is S.P. Adkins (1941-1943) who was transferred to Merriman in 1942 from Armstrong. The first purely Merriman boy was Malcolm Bowie (1942-1945) the very eminent paediatrician and Emeritus Associate Professor of Paediatrics at UCT, one of St Andrew’s most eminent alumni.

M. Poland 13th June 2011

� From R. Tillard’s Letter Book in Archive
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